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The Loughborough Junction Action Group (LJAG) and 
a group of local volunteers have worked since 2017 to 
re-open The Grove Adventure Playground (Grove APG). 
This has formed the Grove Adventure Playground Man-
agement Committee which invested an enormous amount 
of time, effort and co-ordination in bringing this much 
needed facility back to life and proudly opened its doors 
to the community for free adventure play on the 23rd 
June 2018.

We are very proud of the efforts made so far, but it is a 
work in progress. The lease we hold lasts for 3 years 
and we not only aim to provide as much free play and 
activities for local children as possible, but we have also 
initiated a premises hire program as a means to generate 
enough income to support our successful grant applica-
tions in order to remain open. Our aim is to secure the 
long term future of Adventure play locally on Gordon 
Grove into the future.   

Grove APG is registered within Lambeth as an Asset of 
Community Value (ACV). It sits in the Coldharbour Ward, 
which is shaped by 4 of the most deprived 5 areas within 
Lambeth, (which is itself one of the most deprived bor-
oughs in the country). The vast majority of the 250+ chil-
dren registered at Grove APG are from the Coldharbour 
Ward. Austerity and deprivation is identified by all local 
and national agencies as having a disproportionate and 
negative impact on vulnerable children and the potential 
loss of Grove APG, would have a permanent and dele-
terious impact upon the community and children living 

in Loughborough Junction (as evidenced by many of 
Lambeth´s health, wellbeing and strategic policies utilised 
within the Draft Local Plan 2018). The urgency to invest 
in youth services is evident in the wake of a summer of 
unprecedented youth violence in London, and specifi-
cally in Loughborough Junction. This increase in youth 
violence can be linked in part to the reduction of youth 
services around effected areas over the past 5 years. 
This is something which both the 2018 Children’s Play 
Commissioner report emphasises and Mayor Sadiq Khan 
has brought a specific focus to in starting initiatives to 
support both children’s play in the city and creating a stra-
tegic youth crime task force to tackle the root causes of 
the rise in violence. This was reinforced when the Grove 
APG received cross party support from local councillors 
with all candidates in the June 2018 Coldharbour Ward 
bi-election offering their support to the Grove APG.

We are hopeful that the initial success the Grove APG 
has shown, with 250+ local children signed up to the free 
play programme, that external grant funding success 
and overwhelming support from volunteer residents and 
parents will continue into the future. With the support of 
Lambeth Council to allow this initial success to grow we 
look towards a vision to re-establish the Grove APG as 
an anchor institution in the community, which will develop 
and support local children and parents into the future. 

Grove
Adventure
Playground
INTRODUCTION
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< 5 FAMILIES REGISTERED

SE15 (Peckham), SE17 (Elephant and Castle),
SE11 (Kennington), SW8 (Vauxhall), SE27
(West Norwood), SW16 (Streatham), SE26
(Sydenham), SE20 (Crystal Palace),  SW12, 
RH15, SW1, BN1, SE23,  

>10 FAMILIES REGISTERED

SW2  - 20 Families
Mostly SW2 1 & SW2 3. Central Brixton and up 
towards Streatham
SE24 - 15 Families 
Mostly SE24 0A.  Coldharbour Lane/Ruskin Park/
Milkwood Rd. 
SW4  - 10 Families  
From Stockwell to Clapham

Grove
Adventure 
Playground 
REGISTERED USERS 
POSTCODE MAP

REGISTERED 
USERS MAP
BOROUGH WIDE REACH 
OF GROVE APG

223 
FAMILIES REGISTERED AND 
USED GROVE APG FROM 
JUNE 2018 NOVEMBER 2018

>70 FAMILIES REGISTERED

SE5  - 77 Families 
Mostly SE5 9. Towards Camberwell and  Myatts 
Field in a triangle from Gordon Grove.13 Families 
from Gordon Grove and Elam Close.
SW9 - 73 Families
Mostly SW9 7. Between Loughborough Rd, Col-
harbour Lane and Brixton Rd, triangle, including 
Loughborough and Angel Town Estates.

We collected the postcodes of the families of our users 
between June and November 2018 in order to map the 
impact of the playground across the borough. We also 
noticed that many families have multiple children attend-
ing the Grove APG play schemes. The map shows the 
wider local need for the APG but also shows that some 
parents travel across the borough in order to drop their 
children off. Notably, they travel due to reduced youth 
services in their area. 



WEEK 1 - 185 attendances

WEEK 2 - 183 attendances

WEEK 3 - 174 attendances

WEEK 4 - 198 attendances

WEEK 5 - 248 attendances

WEEK 6 - 219 attendances

  =  5 young people

76

1207 
ATTENDANCES TO 
GROVE APG

4827 
HOURS OF PLAY 
PROVIDED

Grove 
Adventure
Playground
ATTENDANCE MAP: 
SUMMER 2018 
6 WEEK HOLIDAYS
We mapped the attendance over the 6 week summer 
holiday in order to see how usage developed. We were 
expecting a slower initial period due to having minimal 
publicity. However this was not the case, parent’s were 
extremely quick to pass on the news through word of 

mouth. There were 1207 attendances in total. Attendance 
grew over the 6 weeks to the point where we reached 
maximum capacity on weeks 5 and 6 (week 6 attendance 
shows as lower as there were only 4 days in the week 
due to August Bank Holiday Monday). 

On average young 
people stay at the 
Grove APG for 4 
hours in a session
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Loughborough Junction - Local Public Play Facilities 
 

Images of half-term usage at Elam Gardens, Wyck Gardens and Grove Adventure Playground - 24th October 2018. 
Images taken at appriximately 10.30am, 12.00 noon, 1.30pm, 3.00pm, 4.15pm, (closing time at Grove Adventure Playground). NB: 
Camera timing set to European time, GMT+1 hour  
 

Time Elam Gardens Wyck gardens Grove Adventure Playground 

 

10.33-10.39 No children No children 8 children 

 

12.02-12.11 No children 1 child 23 children 

Loughborough Junction - Local Public Play Facilities 
 

Images of half-term usage at Elam Gardens, Wyck Gardens and Grove Adventure Playground - 24th October 2018. 
Images taken at appriximately 10.30am, 12.00 noon, 1.30pm, 3.00pm, 4.15pm, (closing time at Grove Adventure Playground). NB: 
Camera timing set to European time, GMT+1 hour  
 

Time Elam Gardens Wyck gardens Grove Adventure Playground 

 

10.33-10.39 No children No children 8 children 

 

12.02-12.11 No children 1 child 23 children 

 

1.36-1.44 No children 2 Dogs + 1 owner 41 children 

 

3.06-3.15 No children 1 parent and child 44 children 

 

4.03-4.29 No children I child 42 children 

 
NAL 

24/10/18 

Grove
Adventure
Playground
COMPARATIVE STUDY 
WITH LOCAL UNSUPERVISED 
PLAY SPACE
Recently during the October 2018 half term, as Grove 
Adventure Playground began to get record numbers of 
children coming through the doors for free, safe, super-
vised, external adventure play, we carried out a quick 
comparative study to see how young people in the area 
used the local unsupervised play facilities in comparison 
with the Grove APG. The results were quite staggering. 

On Thursday 25th October 2018, a series of photographs 
of the freely accessible play equipment located in Elam 
Gardens, Wyck Gardens and Grove Adventure Play-
ground were taken to show the actual usage of the play 
equipment by children on that day during autumn half-
term when young people are off school. 

The images were taken at approximately 10.30am, 
12.00 noon, 1.30pm, 3.00pm, 4.15pm, (closing time at 
Grove Adventure Playground). NB: Camera timing set to 
European time, GMT+1 hour.

Conversations and surveys 
with parents show they do 
not feel it is safe for young 
people to use unsupervised 
play equipment as suggested 
by the results of our 
comparative study
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Q. Why do you think 
Loughborough Junction needs 
an Adventure Playground?

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Grove
Adventure
Playground  
TESTIMONIALS 
FROM PARENTS 
PRIOR TO OPENING
We carried out a survey with parents at one of our family 
open days before officially opening the Grove APG. 
Among other questions, we asked:

“Why do you think Loughborough Junction needs an 
Adventure Playground?”

Here are the responses from the 37 parents at the family 
open day who answered the survey. The majority of the 
answers can be put into categories around ‘heatlth and 
outdoor play’, ‘socialising with new children and being 
able to play’, ‘nothing for children to do currently’ and 
‘safety’. Though many of the answers hit multiple points 
the strongest correlation is the perception that currently 
there is nothing for children to do which in turn means 
children are on the streets with the potential to either 
cause trouble or be unsafe themselves.  Eighteen of the 
comments specifically express this concern of ‘Nothing to 
do’ and 11 make the link to safety. 

None of the comments recognise the local unsupervised 
play facilities as viable alternatives for play. Rather many 
of the answers expressed the importance of supervision.

1. So much fun!!! Kids will love it!

2. Healthy play for kids, give them a sense of indepen-
dence + risk assessment, not many alternatives like this 
for older kids in the area. 

4. Its fantastic for kids to have somewhere safe where 
they can explore and have fun whilst keeping fit at the 
same time. 

5. because there is nothing for my kids to play so please 
consider the young children. 

6. Lots of families around here but not many facilities 
- nothing as exciting as this for children. Great for the 
community. Many children live in small homes with little 
access to outdoor space. 

7. For kids who don’t have means to go else where to 
play. They need somewhere inside their community. (As 
if losing the library wasn’t enough?) everyone would be 
happier seeing them occupied. 

8. Because kids need play to be safe and to learn to have 
fun. There is a lot of young kids dying in the streets of 
London. Please give the build back to the community.

9. Children need a place to play and meet new people 
and have fun

10. Somewhere for children to go and play. Keeps them 
out of trouble.

11. It needs to be available for local schools/nurseries to 
use for free time, activity time... local dance groups and 
especially children with disabilities. Also a place for kids to 
be kids + play. 

12. Don’t we have enough “affordable” new housing de-
velopments VERY nearby? (new blocks of luxury stuff in 
Barrington Rd etc). We need play space with supervision 
for working parents. (I am a single parent, p/t employed 
living in Woolley House)

13. Children need somewhere to run free outside. Social 
isolation will hold them back for the rest of their lives. The 
playground will keep them healthy and happy!

18 of the 37 questionnaires 
answered on the family open 
day expressed there are not 
enough opportunities for 
young people to play locally. 
11 of these noted safety and 
the need for supervision as 
key needs.
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14
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32

33

34

35

36

37

14. There are so many children that live on Lough-
borough Est and in the surrounding areas who have 
to travel to Stockwell (Slafe Gardens) or further to 
get to an Adventure Playground and there is one 
right on our doorstep, unused. It makes no sense. 

15. Because its the best thing ever - and there is 
nothing else like it locally. The kids would really ben-
efit from a happy space - no more gangs!! :) :)

16. We need a place for our kids to go and have 
fun.

17. Its a place where kids can safely socialise / 
explore their creativity

18. To develop childrens problem solving, ......skills, 
social interaction and fun!

19. Yes. Not much for local familys.

20. There are not enough youth centres / communi-
ty areas / places for young people to socialise, learn 
new crafts and enjoy their surroundings. 

21. Kids need a safe place to play and not much for 
kids here. 

22. Keep kids off the streets, so somewhere safe 
play. 

23. Local young people need a free, active space to 
play in, especially as the council does not take care 
of Elam Street Open Space. 

24. To give children a fun + safe place to play. 

25. To keep kids off the street and give them some-
thing else to do. 

26. It’s a great facility, would cost a fortune to 
replace, and children need a safe place to enjoy 
themselves outside. 

27. Kids need to learn how to socialise with differ-
ent children. Outdoor play is really important. Away 
from technology. 

28. there so many young children in the area and 
not much for them to do. 

29. Its a crucial part of the community and fantastic 
to have green space. 

30. Because kids need enjoyment + options! 

31. Kids need a place to go outside, interact, talk & 
enjoy themselves. 

32. Kids need something to do. So not just on the 
street.

33. Our children have a place to go and play. 

34. It has a long history in the area. It was well 
used when it was open regularly years ago. There 
is a need for supervised play space for younger 
children. It also has a community building that 
could be very useful in the area. 

35. Good to have a place where they can have fun 
and make new friend and do some exercise. 

36. Kids need safe places to play and enjoy them-
selves

37. Communities need playgroups for the health of 
the whole of our societies
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Grove 
Adventure 
Playground  
TESTIMONIALS FROM 
THE KIDS! 

I learnt how to...

1. How to become a goalkeeper.
2. Play pool and table tennis
3. Rake properly.
4. Be respectful and nice.
5. Run faster.
6. Playing cricket.
7. Be more adventurous.
8. Play tennis.
9. Behave and be nice to others.
10. How to make new friends.
11. I haven’t learnt anything because it’s only 
my second day
12. Climb up higher.
13. How to go to the very top.
14. Climbing to the very top.
15. Glass paint.
16. Climbing
17. Climbing and glass painting.
18. Glass paint. 
19. Climb up higher.
20. Go down a big slide.

I now know more about...

1. Playing more games and share
2. Gardening.
3. Playground, kids and food.
4. Climbing.
5. The playground.
6. A café, so I can build one when I am older.
7. Making friends and learning to share.
8. People.
9. The Grove Adventure Playground.
10. Pool.
11. Football.
11. Football.
12. Climbing.
13. Find poles.
14. Kelisha, Krest, Jayson, Amber.
Dulcie, Navay, Jason.
15. Ping pong. 
16. The sun.

At the end of the Summer ‘18 holiday play scheme we 
carried out a survey with the young people using the 
space to get their feedback on how they thought the 
Grove APG service can be improved. Twenty-three of 
the young people there on the day filled in the evaluation 
forms.

The questions and statements were as followed:
1. I learnt how to...
2. I now know more about...
3. The worst thing about Grove Adventure Playground?
4. I enjoyed...
5. The best thing about Grove Adventure Playground?
6. What could have been done better?

The feedback is useful and highlights areas for improve-
ment. What is very encouraging is the responses from 
young people which evidence how adventure play helps 
them develop skills for sharing and playing together. 
These are important life lessons, which will also aid them 
in becoming assets to their local communities.
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I enjoyed...

1. Making new friends and also playing fun 
games together.
2. Meeting new people and leaders
3. Playing football and the climbing frame.
4. The gardening is a lot of fun.
5. Playing table tennis and climbing around. I 
also liked meeting new people.
6. The club and making friends.
7. Climbing and exploring.
8. Having fun with my friends.
9. The climbing features.
10. Making friends and playing out.
11. Playing football with my new friends.
12. Playing in the playground .
13. Lots of stuff outside.
14. Playing football.
15. Doing activities.
16. Football pitch.
17. Climbing on the climbing frame.
18. Football, climbing frame.
19. Play.
20. Playing in the playground.
21. The Adventure Playground. 
22. Going on the slide.
23. The food.

The worst thing about the Grove Ad-
venture Playground?

1. There’s spiders and cobwebs which I hate.
2. Is that I sometimes bang my leg.
3. How some people kept on littering.
4. Kids hurting themselves and crying.
5. Football cos I don’t know how to play.
6. Tyres.
7. When people were fighting.
8. When people don’t share and when they 
never play nice.
9. When I want to go on something someone’s 
already on it.
10. Is when children are not around the park to 
play.
11. Is getting hurt.
12. I hate the fast slide.
13. The slide.
14. No lunch.
15. People get hurt or get splinters.
16. That people get hurt and get splinter.

The best thing about the Grove Ad-
venture Playground?

1. Is when I come here play with my friends on 
the climbing frame and swing.
2. I think the best thing about adventure is that 
we have helpful leaders.
3. Place is outside and the slide.
4. Is the climbing area and the ping pong table.
5. Club is the colourful woods.
6. The swing.
7. Swing because it’s fast.
8. Is the slides.
9. When we made a café.
10. The climbing frame and the swing.
11. Outside.
12. Is when children all playing together and 
smiling.
13. Having fun.
14. When I made friends.
15. The ping pong table.
16. Meeting new people.
17. The slides
18. There is lots of things to do.
19. So much to do here.
20. Swing.

What could have been done better?

1. If they upgraded and more fun activities.
2. NOTHING!!!!
3. Nothing.
4. If the playground was expanded.
5. Without kids hurting themselves, crying and 
upset.
6. Football.
7. That they stayed open.
8. When we have a water slide more often.
8. That the Unity Café can be open every day 
and a hockey disc table.
9. More painting.
10. More fun and time at Grove Adventure Play-
ground.
11. Not making wooden thing, a little bit hard!
12. More games.
13. Games.
14. More sport.
15. Took us on trips and could go to the beach 
and more hoses.
16. Take to a trip and we could go to a beach 
and more hoses.
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Grove 
Adventure
Playground
GROVE GALA 
FUNDRAISING EVENT!

On 21st October, Grove Adventure Playground 
royally entertained a sell out crowd with a vari-
ety of live and unique performances during the 
Grove Gala Benefit event set up to celebrate 
the re-opening of the playground and to give 
thanks to the community and volunteers who 
have joined in the effort to make the playground 
a success. 

In total 175 attended (with 105 buying dona-
tion tickets) with many of the old users of the 
original playground back in the 60’s driving in 
from outside London to show their support. The 
true power of theGrove  APG was shown when 
Jackie and Terry, who drove in from Kent for the 
evening, explained they met on the Grove APG 
when they were 7 and have now been married 
for 50 years!!

As well as providing a fantastic evening for the 
local community the event raised £2,550 (ap-
proximately £1,250 profit) which paid for the 
Grove APG’s new swing as well helping support 
the Saturday play scheme. 

WHAT HAPPENED ON THE NIGHT:

Angell Town Adventure Playground 
Documentary from 1972
To start the entertainment, we had the first ever 
screening in this country of an important 1970’s 
American social documentary. It showed the 
life of a young black kid growing up in Lough-
borough Junction, exploring his family, life and 
dreams, whilst the boy, called Neville, wondered 
around with his friends and spending time at the 
Angell Town Adventure Playground, which was 
the original site of our own adventure play-
ground before it moved to Loughborough Junc-
tion in 1972.

Talk from Francis McLennan
Francis McLennan, who started the original 
Grove Adventure Playground almost 50 years 
ago gave a short talk explaining the importance 
of Adventure Play in the city and how its impor-
tance grows as outdoor space becomes more 
scarce and the city becomes denser. Many of 
the adults who previously used the playground 
gave testimonials, including the star of the short 
film Neville, of how the importance of being able 
to play and take risks within the APG was an 
important part of their childhood. 

The Youthsayers
The Youthsayers is a music education project 
for 11-18 year olds based in Brixton, run by 
afrodub band, Soothsayers. The audience were 
on their feet as the live music from the band 
almost lifted the new roof over the stage as it 
took over the evening drawing in curious and 
interested locals of all ages. Alongside this we 
had spoken word poetry from Potent Whisper 
and our resident DJ to keep us all going. 

175
ATTENDED 

£2,550
RAISED BEFORE COSTS
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The evidence presented within this report shows that 
the re-opening of Grove APG during 2018 has been a 
success and on many levels. Children within the local 
community have a fun, safe, supervised place to explore, 
create, learn and make long-lasting friendships.
Parents within the most deprived ward of Lambeth have 
a safe, free local facility that allows their children to play 
and also provides them with free healthy and nutritious 
food.

The community has come together to make great and 
invaluable use of this iconic adventure playground.
The public domain on Gordon Grove has been trans-
formed into a tidy and friendlier place, providing much 
needed light to the footpath and increased safety for 
pedestrians.

Further evidence is now being compiled to support the 
upward trend in useage and occupancy since the end 
of the Summer holiday in 2018. The Saturday term-time 
opening along with the October half-term play scheme 

brought numbers exceeding all expectations with some 
days seeing over 60 children in the playground.

As the playground goes into 2019, (its 50th anniversa-
ry having opened in Angell Town in 1969), the Grove 
Adventure Playground Management Committee expect to 
make significant steps towards a sustainable future with a 
number of progressive grant applications pending and a 
commercial lettings programme now in operation.  

In direct response to the analysis of the data and com-
ments we have gathered, the working group are also 
discussing ambitious plans to extend the opening hours 
of  the playground and the range of activities we offer to 
the children in 2019.

   

Grove 
Adventure
Playground
Conclusion


