
Corona/COVID-19 
Response 

Grove Adventure Playground 



Responses from other countries 
Ireland have shut all schools 

France have shut all nurseries, schools and universities

Czech Republic State of Emergency 

Norway, Belgium & Portugal have shut schools and nurseries 



It is regret that we have decided to close Grove Adventure Playground for play this Saturday 
14th March 2020. 

This decision has not been taken lightly as we understand the importance and need for the play 
service.

However we feel that the risk of infection to children, staff and volunteers is extremely high. This 
is due to the nature of play and the activities undertaken on-site and the diverse range of 
communities that we serve. Even with regular hand sanitation and other precautions we do not 
feel that the risk could be reduced to a safe enough level. 

We will continue to monitor the situation and will keep you updated with developments.

If you have any questions or comments please write to Oli at groveplayleader@gmail.com or 
Nick at groveapg@gmail.com 

Also keep up to date via our website https://www.grove-playground.org.uk/

Many thanks 

All at Grove Adventure Playground 

mailto:groveplayleader@gmail.com
mailto:groveapg@gmail.com
https://www.grove-playground.org.uk/


Community Levels of Awareness & Nature of Play 
- Whilst Grove has taken measures to mitigate risk, there is evidence that 

children’s level of awareness and willingness to regularly wash hands and 
avoid contact with each other is limited. 

- The nature of Adventure Play means there is high levels of physical contact 
between children. By opening we feel that this form of contact would be 
extremely difficult to limit and therefore would be exposing multiple children, 
staff and volunteers to risk of infection.



Locality Based Response 
As of 12/03/2020 there were 3 cases of COVID-19 in the Borough of Lambeth and 3 cases in the Borough 
of Southwark. 

Grove APG is on the border of both of these Boroughs

Grove APG serves children from at least 79 different schools. The likelihood of at least one person being 
infected with the virus is extremely high. The virality of the virus means that by opening we expose our 
children and young people to a high level of risk to exposure. 

Although many children may well be immune, the public health implications of them acting as vectors to 

other higher risk communities (elderly relatives for example) is very high.  

Some evidence that 1 or 2 adults associated with Grove APG may already be infected.



Pros and Cons 
Pros

- Reduce levels of 
infections

- May help reduce the 
expected heave 
burden on the NHS, 
ICU’s in particular

- Closure time could 
be used for training 

Cons 

- Sets a precedent
- May mean long 

period of closure 
- Lack of service 
- Some parents who 

work in the NHS may 
be affected. Could 
consider a controlled 
opening for specific 
children? 



How You Can Help...

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51048366

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51048366


Grove Position Based on Following Research 
In addition to news and responses from the International Community and direct advice from an experienced General Practitioner Dr Chima Anya. 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/03/200310164744.htm

https://neu.org.uk/advice/novel-coronavirus

Power of Pro-Active Strategy 

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/does-closing-schools-slow-spread-novel-coronavirus

https://www.ft.com/content/ed3fb63e-41ce-11ea-bdb5-169ba7be433d

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-government-announces-moving-out-of-contain-phase-and-into-delay

Guidance for educational settings. The practicalities of following this advice in a play setting is, in our view, prohibitive. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/03/200310164744.htm
https://neu.org.uk/advice/novel-coronavirus
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/does-closing-schools-slow-spread-novel-coronavirus
https://www.ft.com/content/ed3fb63e-41ce-11ea-bdb5-169ba7be433d
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-government-announces-moving-out-of-contain-phase-and-into-delay
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19


Grove Position Based on Following Research cotd
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#situation-in-the-uk 

https://www.rcn.org.uk/clinical-topics/infection-prevention-and-control/novel-coronavirus

‘Overreaction is better than under reaction’ - Views from international academics

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-covid19-global-academics-insights-pandemic/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51048366

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#situation-in-the-uk
https://www.rcn.org.uk/clinical-topics/infection-prevention-and-control/novel-coronavirus
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-covid19-global-academics-insights-pandemic/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51048366




Info taken 
from 
preceding 
sources, 
accurate 
as of 
12/03/20



Keep Up to Date and join the discussion
https://groveadventure.freeforums.net

https://groveadventure.freeforums.net/

